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only conveys to some people ball-room gyrations of dreamless stolidity" 
(p. 13). In a recent book' on rhythmic dancing there is given a general state- 
ment of the purposes of such activities, together with concrete instructions to 
be used by directors of physical training for girls. 

Regarding the general character of rhythmic dancing the author says: 

This dancing is devised, firstly, for the sake of physical development; it is asso- 
ciated with good music only, and in performing the work an appreciation of artistic 
line or contour is encouraged. Creative dancing of this type stimulates individuality 
and spontaneity because every action expresses a meaning making every dance a 
story in movement [p. 5]. 

The first chapter of the book gives a detailed account of the evolution and 
function of rhythmic dances. Such dances are advocated in the school not 
alone for their value as physical exercises, but also because of the emotional 
response and the natural spontaneity aroused. The following chapters are 
devoted to detailed instructions for various types of rhythmic exercises, verse 
dancing, plastic posing, and a series of nine stories in movement. 

If rhythmic dancing is adopted in the schools simply as a fad, it will accom- 
phsh little. If, however, it is wisely correlated with other types of physical 
activity, and its real purposes are kept uppermost, it should function in a useful 
way. This latter view is emphasized throughout the entire book. 



List of plays for dramatic clubs. — The selection of suitable amateur plays is 
a problem which annually confronts a large number of school teachers. In 
order to facilitate a more intelligent selection, the New York Drama League, 
through one of its departments, has formulated a list^ of some 160 new one-act 
plays, marking those which are specially suitable for school use. 

The list gives the title, author, and price, as well as a brief annotation con- 
cerning the character and difficulty of each play. In the Preface there is a 
discussion of "royalty" as applied to plays, giving the facts concerning the 
legal and moral obligations which those who produce the play owe to the 
author. The general nature of the book is described in the following paragraph. 

The present list offers a wide range of choice in subject-matter, in the types of 
plays, in settings, in number and types of characters. The compilers have included 
only (a) contemporary plays, since otherwise the list would have fallen under its own 
weight; (J) plays unobjectionable in subject matter; (c) plays that combine theatrical 
and literary merit; {d) plays that are within the acting and producing scope of the 
amateur organization; and, in the main, (e) plays that are at present in print in book 
form, since only these are readily accessible and purchasable [p. 5]. 

' Margaret Einert, The Rhythmic Dance Book. New York : Longmans, Green & 
Co., 1921. Pp. xi-l-95. 

' Plays for Amateurs. Prepared by the Little Theatre Department of the New 
York Drama League. New York: H. W. Wilson Co., 1921. Pp. 24. 



